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February 26, 2022

The Honorable Antony Blinken
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Blinken,

In the wake of Vladimir Putin’s full-scale renewed invasion of Ukraine, a decision no less
reprehensible — and deranged — for having been predicted, we write to express our profound
concern regarding the safety of American citizens and lawful permanent residents in country, and
of the locally employed staff who formerly worked at the now-shuttered Embassy Kyiv.

Although we acknowledge and appreciate the efforts the State Department has taken in recent
weeks to warn Americans to seek commercial transportation options to leave the country, we
also fear some Americans, for a variety of reasons, were unable or unwilling to evacuate. We are
urging the Department, now that the temporary consular facility in Lviv has closed, to use
whatever remaining means possible to conduct outreach to these priority groups. Given reports
of Vladimir Putin’s “kill lists,” it is not premature to think that Americans could be targeted at
any second.

Additionally, in light of the Biden administration’s disastrous withdrawal from Afghanistan last
year, we have to wonder the extent to which the State Department has begun working with other
federal agencies and private, non-governmental actors to assist with complicated, ongoing
logistical and diplomatic challenges, some of which may implicate American citizens. Refugees
are already beginning to flee into neighboring countries, and it is imperative that we surge
whatever humanitarian resources we have at our disposal to assist with this exodus. In addition,



we should explore ways in which we can help Ukrainian government officials and their families
through new and/or existing visa categories, and rapidly expediting their cases.

We are encouraged to hear that, unlike in Afghanistan, the administration has taken proactive
steps in neighboring countries, like establishing the 24-hour Welcome Center in Przemysl,
Poland and increasing consular staff at embassies in Hungary, Moldova, Poland, Romania, and
Slovakia. But now that fighting has begun and Russian forces are present across Ukraine,
people’s ability to travel across the country to these places is severely limited. And given that
Ukrainian forces are now fighting for their lives, reliance on them to assist with evacuations is a
pipe dream, which means any remaining Americans face the same dire prospects as their foreign
brethren.

To have a fuller picture of the current warzone, we request updated information as follows:

¢ Based on the embassy’s F-77 form, enrollments in the Smart Traveler Enrollment
Program (STEP), and other sources of information, what is the Department’s best current
estimate of how many American citizens, American lawful permanent residents, and
locally employed staff remain in Ukraine?

e What outreach to locally-employed staff (LES) has occurred since the beginning of the
invasion? What requests have LES made, and what is the Department doing to honor
those requests?

¢ How many individuals presently residing in Ukraine have requested assistance from the
State Department since January 24 (when the Department began urging American
citizens to leave Ukraine), and in which of the above groups do they fall?

*  What resources from the Bureaus of Consular Affairs (CA) and Population, Refugees,
and Migration (PRM), as well as the U.S. Agency of International Development
(USAID), are being surged to address the refugee crisis that is beginning to emerge?

e What are current plans for humanitarian assistance in Ukraine?

¢ What guidance do you have for Americans whose family members are currently
experiencing problems when applying for expedited visas in third countries like Poland?
Based on correspondence we have had with constituents, some of these family members’
visa applications were in the pipeline well before the invasion began. Are their cases
being prioritized now?

¢ Finally, what is the Department doing, in consultation with USCIS, to facilitate travel to
third countries, including the United States, for Ukrainian government officials whose
lives are now in danger?
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